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Background: The increase in the number of elderly people causes an increase in the incidence of dementia. Dementia is a cognitive function disorder characterized by a decline in memory, thinking ability, and the ability to carry out daily activities. This condition can reduce the quality of life of older adults. One non-pharmacological intervention that can help improve cognitive function is reminiscence therapy using historical photography, which encourages older adults to recall past experiences through old photos.
Objective: To determine the application of reminiscence therapy using historical photo media to improve cognitive function in elderly with dementia in the working area of ​​Kenali Besar Community Health Center, Jambi City.
Methods: This study used a case study design with a geriatric nursing care approach. The subject aged ≥ 60 years-old elderly person experiencing moderate dementia-like cognitive decline. Cognitive function was measured using the Short Portable Mental Status Questionnaire (SPMSQ) before and after reminiscence therapy. The therapy was administered over five sessions, each lasting approximately 30 minutes, using photos from the past.
Results: The results showed that respondents' SPMSQ scores decreased from 7 errors (moderate dementia) to 4 errors (mild dementia) after receiving reminiscence therapy. This indicates improved cognitive function in the elderly.
Conclusion: Reminiscence therapy using historical photographs can help improve cognitive function in older adults with dementia. 
Suggestion: It is hoped that the elderly and their families can apply reminiscence therapy regularly as an effort to maintain and improve cognitive function. Health workers can use reminiscence therapy as a supporting intervention in geriatric nursing services. 
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